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Having a Fire Plan—a procedure where everyone knows how 
to escape a burning house safely—is monumental in keeping 
everyone safe. Having the proper fire detector will only give 
you more time to get yourself, your children, or your pets out!

• There are two different types of alarms you should consider 
having: ionization and photoelectric. Ionization alarms are 
quicker to warn about flaming fires; photoelectric alarms 
are quicker to alert you of a smoldering fire. Since there’s 
absolutely no way to detect what kind of fire may start in 
your home, it’s a good idea to have both throughout your 
home. Some manufacturers have dual sensor smoke alarms, 
which contain both ionization and photoelectric sensors. 

• You also have an option to choose interconnected smoke 
alarms, which is highly recommended. Since multiple alarms 
can be connected to one another, that means that once one 
goes off, they all go off—giving you the best chance to hear 
the alarm and get out quickly.

• There are even alarms for people with hearing loss. If you or 
anyone in your family has trouble hearing, some fire alarms 
come equipped with bright, flashing strobe lights.

Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless and tasteless 
gas that is practically impossible to identify without a 
proper detector. Many smoke detector manufactures make 
combination detectors that will not only alert you when 
there’s a fire but also when there’s a carbon monoxide leak. 
Leaks occur when fuels are not burning completely—usually 
propane, natural gas, heating oil, wood, or even gasoline. 

Have a Plan 
Get the BEEP Out!

Carbon Monoxide 
The Killer Gas 

1. Which of the following is NOT considered a good way to 
keep your smoke alarm working properly?

 a.) Clean your detector of any dust or grease buildup.
 b.) Never paint over a smoke detector
 c.) Test your alarm once a year by lighting a piece of paper  

     on fire near the smoke detector.
 d.) If you test the alarm and don’t hear a beeping noise,                      

     replace the batteries.
2. More victims of home fires die from the flames themselves 

rather than poisonous gases or the smoke. 
 a.) True 

b.) False
3. In a study conducted by Johns Hopkins, what percentage 

of injuries from a residential home fire could’ve been 
prevented had there been a working fire alarm present?

 a.) 50%
 b.) 94% 

c.) 84% 
d.) 29%

4. Most fires occur between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.

a.)True  b.) False 

5. A beeping, chirping, or popping noise from your smoke 

alarm happens to let you know it’s still working and that 

you still have another few years before you should check it 

again. 

 a.) True b.) False

test yourself
Answers:     1.C  2.B   3.C   4.B   5.B

SMOKE 
ALARMS

Saved by the beep



Absolutely! Approximately 4,000 people in the United States 
are killed every year by fires, and about 30,000 have serious 
injuries as a result of fires. Millions of dollars in property 
damage occur every year because so many people think, “oh 
it could never happen to me.” 

The most common time for home fires to occur is at night, 
specifically 11 p.m. to 6 a.m., when the majority of people 
are asleep. Most deaths occur when victims inhale smoke 
or other poisonous gases, not necessarily from the flames 
themselves. Johns Hopkins University conducted a study 
that determined 75% of the total number of residential fire 
deaths and 84% of residential fire injuries could have been 
prevented by smoke detectors. Don’t put it to chance: a 
properly installed and maintained fire alarm could save you, 
your family and your home. 

• In fires where smoke alarms were present, a little over half 
of the smoke alarms had missing or dead batteries. 

• Smoke alarms operated correctly in only half of the home 
fires reported to U.S. fire departments. 

• 3 out of 5 home fire deaths result in homes with either no 
smoke alarms present or no working smoke alarms. 

• The death rate from home fires was twice as high in homes 
that did not have functioning smoke alarms, compared to 
the rate in homes with properly functioning smoke alarms.

Keep these helpful tips in mind to keep your smoke alarm 
working efficiently to keep you and your home safe:

• Smoke alarms should be tested once a month. Most 
smoke detectors have a Test button that you can press. A 
beeping noise means the batteries are still good and the 
detector should be functioning properly. If you don’t hear 
anything, replace the batteries. 

• If you replace the batteries and the alarm still doesn’t 
beep, it is time to replace the entire alarm. Smoke alarms 
generally last anywhere from 8 to 10 years. 

• Try keeping a regular schedule of when you test all of your 
fire alarms, like the first Saturday of the month. 

• Make sure everyone in your house knows what the smoke 
alarm sounds like and knows how to respond. 

• According to the National Fire Protection Association, 
every home should have smoke alarms installed outside 
each bedroom and on every level, including the basement. 

• If you hear a chirping, popping, or beeping noise in 
between alarm testing, your battery may be going out. 

• Clean the detector face and grillwork to remove dust; this 
keeps the alarm operating most efficiently.

• Never paint over a smoke detector.

• Check your detector if you’ve been away from home for an 
extended period of time.

Six months into her new house, Adrienne had never been 
happier. She had finally gotten all her new furniture and 
home décor in and arranged it how she wanted it, and it was 
really starting to feel like home. She was making friends at 
her new job, and she just felt at peace in her new city. 

One night, as she and her dog Sawyer were sleeping, she 
heard Sawyer start whining and pacing around the room, 
pawing on the door, and then finally standing on top of 
Adrienne. Trying to just ignore him, Adrienne turned over 
to try to get back to sleep. Suddenly, he barked and she 
popped up, smelling the smoke. She could see a warm glow 
underneath her door, and she touched the door only to feel 
it was extremely warm. Luckily, her bedroom was on the 
bottom level, and she had a sliding door that lead to her back 
patio. Putting her shoes on and grabbing Sawyer and her 
phone, she ran outside and immediately called 911. 

Within minutes, the fire department was there, and the fire 
was soon put out. “I’d say you’re pretty lucky, ma’am,” the 
firefighter said, “It looks like some faulty electric work caused 
the fire, but we got it contained without too much damage. 
I have to ask though; did you ever hear your fire alarm?” 
Adrienne’s heart sank to her stomach as she admitted that 
she didn’t. She had heard some beeping noise a few weeks 
back and had meant to test her smoke detectors, but with all 
the stresses of moving into a new house and starting a new 
job, it had just slipped her mind. “Well you’re pretty lucky 
your dog woke you up.” Knowing how lucky she really was, 
Adrienne vowed to never skip checking something as serious 
as a fire alarm again. 
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