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1. Wrapping paper, cardboard boxes and trash is safe to burn 
in a fireplace.

  a.) True
  b.) False
2. Electrical fires are the most common form of house
 fires. 
  a.) True 

 b.) False
3. Which of the following can be safely placed in front of a 

fireplace to prevent embers from popping out of your 
fireplace?

  a.) Wire mesh screen 
 b.) A curtain 
 c.) Glass doors 
 d.) A plastic bucket 
 e.) A & C 
 f.) B & D

4. Rodents have been known to chew through the insulation 
on electrical wires.
 a.) True   

b.) False 
5. Which of the following is NOT an appropriate step in 

preventing a house fire?
  a.) Regularly check the attic and crawl spaces for any  
   frayed or chewed wiring. 
  b.) Never store flammable materials near gas appliances. 
  c.) Never place a space heater near furniture, curtains, or  
   anything that can catch fire. 
  d.) Have your chimney cleaned every 10 years.

test yourself

Answers:     1.B  2.A   3.E   4.A   5.D

pREVENTING 
HOUSE FIRES

Cooking Safely
Although many fires originate in the electrical system, 
another large portion of house fires are actually caused by 
something you do (almost) every day—cooking. Many house 
fires originate in the kitchen, usually on the stovetop, oven, or 
in the microwave. Here are some tips to keeping your kitchen 
fire-free. 

• Regularly clean your stove, oven and microwave. Built up 
grease or bits of food can ignite when the stove or oven is 
being used for cooking. 

• Never leave anything cooking on the stovetop unattended. 

• Keep a fire extinguisher nearby, and know how to use it. 

• Never add water to a grease fire; the water will only cause 
the fire to spread rather than extinguishing it.

Dangers with Your Dryer 

Alternative Heating Sources

Who knew that drying laundry could also cause house fires? 
Just like any appliance, a drying machine should be cleaned 
and maintained regularly to prevent overheating—which could 
lead to a fire. The dryer vent should be cleared out regularly; 
not only will this help your machine run more efficiently 
(also costing you less money in electricity), it will keep it from 
catching fire. Lint is very flammable, so it should be removed 
from the filter and picked up from behind the dryer after each 
load.

Not everyone uses a central heating system in the winter, and 
that’s perfectly fine. Just remember that alternative heating 
sources like space heaters and fireplaces can be a fire hazard if 
not used properly. 

• Older space heaters should be replaced with newer, UL Listed 
models. Newer models have better safety features that aren’t 
available in older ones. 

• Never place a space heater near furniture, curtains, or 
anything that can catch fire. A safe distance would be about 3 
feet.  

• Place your space heater on a solid, firm surface—not on a 
chair or table where they could potentially be tipped over. 

• Chimneys should be inspected every year by a professional. 

• Only use seasoned wood in a fireplace; never burn green 
or damp wood in a fireplace. You should also never burn 
cardboard, wrapping paper, or trash in your fireplace since 
these can all spark chimney fires. 

• Place a wire mesh screen or glass fire door in front of the fire 
to keep embers from popping out of the fireplace. protect your home



Every year, thousands of house fires are reported to fire 
departments all over the United States. Of those fires, 
thousands of people are either injured or killed, and the 
dollar amount of property damage is in the millions. Even 
with the staggering numbers of fires reported every year, so 
many people still believe, “it could never happen to me.”  

Don’t be like one of those people. Know that fires can happen 
to anyone, so everyone should take necessary precautions to 
protect their families and homes. 

Many people are opting for gas appliances in their homes, 
since it can be beneficial when the electricity goes out. It can 
also be more cost effective in many regions of the country. 
However, there are precautions that have to be taken to 
prevent a gas fire from starting in your home. 

• Never store flammable materials near gas appliances. 

• Loose fittings and leaking valves should be replaced 
immediately. Gas can leak into the air, which can then 
cause a fire to start just from doing something as trivial as 
lighting a candle. 

• Vent stacks on gas water heaters, furnaces and clothes 
dryers should remain clear and open. 

• If you smell gas or suspect a leak, immediately have the 
gas plumbing, valves and regulators all inspected by a 
professional. 

You should also be mindful of your home’s A/C and heating 
systems since they’re also powered through electricity. 

• Air conditioning coils should be cleaned, and air filters 
should be replaced. This will prevent your A/C system from 
being overwhelmed, which could lead to a fire. (It can also 
help you save money on your electric bill, too!)

• When it starts to get cold enough to use your heating 
system, have the resistance coils or furnace burners 
cleaned. Debris can accumulate while the system is off for 
the summer, which can be flammable. 

• Listen to your system when it’s running. Squealing, 
banging, rumbling, or tapping sounds are not good. They 
may indicate loose parts rolling around, which may get 
stuck and cause a fire. 

• Check your meter for your heating coil reading. If the 
number is high, it may indicate resistance, which causes 
heat—and ultimately fires—in the electrical circuit.

Growing up, Victoria’s favorite time of year was always winter. 
Baking pies and cookies in the oven, cozying up with a good 
book next to her space heater, and roasting marshmallows by 
the fire. 

When she and her husband moved into their house during the 
summer, she couldn’t wait for the weather to get cold enough 
to try out their new chimney. Although it was new to them, 
the chimney itself was about fifteen years old. A few weeks 
passed by, and they finally got their house organized and 
decorated how they wanted it; it was really starting to feel 
like their home. One day, as they were putting out their fall 
decorations, Victoria said, “Maybe we should get our fireplace 
looked at soon before it gets too cold. I want to be able to use 
the fireplace for our first winter in the new house.” “I’ll take 
care of it soon. We don’t need to spend the extra money on 
getting some random guy to look at it,” her husband replied. 
Victoria had her doubts, but she didn’t want to push the issue.  

A few weeks passed by, and when Victoria walked through 
the door, she instantly smelled something awful. The whole 
living room was filled with smoke as her husband tried to 
open all of the windows and turn on the ceiling fans. “I tried 
to surprise you with a lit fire, but the whole room filled with 
smoke,” he tried explaining. Their neighbors had seen the 
dark grey smoke and had called 911. As the firefighters came 
through, they quickly put out the fire and helped Victoria’s 
husband open the windows to clear the smoke. “Just curious; 
how long has it been since you’ve cleaned your chimney?” 
the firefighter politely asked. When Victoria’s husband tried 
explaining, a smirk came across the firefighter’s face. “I’d be 
willing to bet there was so much ash and soot built up from 
years of never being cleaned. There’s also a vent that’s been 
closed off to keep water and snow from coming down into 
your chimney; that should’ve been opened before you tried to 
light a fire.”  

Although embarrassed, Victoria and her husband considered 
themselves really lucky that nothing else had caught fire and 
the smoke soon cleared out. 

House Fire Statistics 
More Common Than You Think!

Glitches with Gas Systems 

Victoria’s Story

Electrical System Sorrows 

Faulty wiring and bad outlets are one of the top causes of 
house fires. Here are some steps you can take to become 
more aware of your home’s electrical system:

• Be mindful of your home’s electrical system capacity. You 
don’t want to overload your circuits, so consult a licensed 
electrician if you have any questions about the electrical 
system. 

• Regularly check the attic and crawl spaces for any frayed or 
chewed wiring. If you live in an older home, your wiring may 
have been insulated with a material that insects or rodents 
have been known to chew through.  

• Any electrical cords that have become frayed or are 
unravelling should be replaced. 

• Flickering lights or sporadic power surges may be caused by 
bad weather, but if they occur often, you may have a bad 
connection or a short in the circuit. 

• Breakers that trip or fuses that blow frequently are almost 
always a sign of an overloaded circuit or another wiring 
problem.


