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1. Vinyl siding makes an excellent choice as a burn proof 
home exterior. 

  a.) True b.) False

2.	Electrical	fires	are	the	most	common	form	of	house	fires.

  a.) True b.) False

3. Carpets and furniture can be coated with a chemical to 
make	them	fire	resistant.

 a.) True  b.) False

4. Rodents have been known to chew through the insulation 
on electrical wires.

  a.) True  b.) False

5. Which of the following is NOT an appropriate step in 
preventing	a	house	fire?

  a.)  Regularly check the attic and crawl spaces for any  
  frayed or chewed wiring.   
	 b.)	Never	store	flammable	materials	near	gas		 	
  appliances. 
 c.)  Never place a space heater near furniture, curtains,  
	 	 or	anything	that	can	catch	fire.	  
 d.)  Have your chimney cleaned every 10 years.

test yourself

Answers:     1.B  2.A   3.A  4.A  5.D

Cooking Safely 
Burn proofing Your Kitchen 
Many	house	fires	originate	in	the	kitchen,	usually	on	the	
stovetop, oven, or in the microwave. Here are some tips to 
keeping	your	kitchen	fire-free.	
•	Regularly	clean	your	kitchen	appliances.	Grease	or	bits	

of food can build up and ignite when the stove or oven is 
being used.
•	Never	leave	anything	unattended	on	the	stovetop.	
•	Never	add	water	to	a	grease	fire;	the	water	will	only	cause	
to	the	fire	to	spread.	
•	Keep	a	fire	extinguisher	nearby,	and	know	how	to	use	it.	

Dangers with Your dryer 
Just like any appliance, your dryer should be cleaned and 
maintained to prevent overheating—which could lead to a 
fire.	This	will	not	only	will	this	help	your	machine	run	more	
efficiently	(also	costing	you	less	money	in	electricity),	but	
it	will	keep	it	from	catching	fire.	Lint	is	very	flammable,	so	
it	should	be	removed	from	the	filter	and	picked	up	from	
behind the dryer after each load.

space heater and fireplaces 
Instead of using central heating, some people just use 
electric	space	heaters	or	their	home’s	fireplace.	Here	are	
some steps to burn proof these alternative heating systems:
•	Use	UL	Listed	space	heaters.	These	newer	models	have	

better safety features that aren’t available in older ones. 
•	Never	place	a	space	heater	within	3	feet	of	furniture,	
curtains,	or	anything	that	can	catch	fire.
•	Place	your	space	heater	on	a	solid,	firm	surface—not	on	a	

chair or table where they could potentially be tipped over. 
•	Chimneys	should	be	inspected	every	year	by	a	professional.	
•	Only	use	seasoned	wood	in	a	fireplace;	never	burn	green	or	
damp	wood	in	a	fireplace.	Also	avoid	burning	cardboard	or	
trash	in	your	fireplace	since	it	can	spark	chimney	fires.	
•	Place	a	wire	mesh	screen	or	glass	fire	door	in	front	of	the	
fire	to	keep	embers	from	popping	out	of	the	fireplace.
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Electrical System Suffering 
Faulty wiring and bad outlets are the top causes of house 
fires.	Here	are	some	steps	you	can	take	to	become	more	
aware of your home’s electrical system:

•	Consult	a	licensed	electrician	if	you	have	any	questions	
about the electrical system because you don’t want to 
overload your circuits. 

•	A	sign	of	an	overloaded	circuit	or	another	wiring	problem	
is	breakers	that	trip	or	fuses	that	frequently	blow.	

•	Flickering	lights	or	sporadic	power	surges	may	be	caused	
by bad weather, but if they occur often, you may have a 
bad connection or a short in the circuit. 

•	Replace	any	electrical	cords	that	have	become	frayed	or	
are unravelling. 

•	Regularly	check	the	attic	and	crawl	spaces	for	any	frayed	
or chewed wiring. If you live in an older home, your wiring 
may have been insulated with a material that insects or 
rodents have been known to chew through.

You	should	also	be	mindful	of	your	home’s	A/C	and	heating	
systems since they’re also powered through electricity. 

•	Air	conditioning	coils	should	be	cleaned,	and	air	filters	
should	be	replaced.	This	will	prevent	your	A/C	system	
from	being	overwhelmed,	which	could	lead	to	a	fire.	(It	
can also help you save money on your electric bill, too!)

•	When	it	starts	to	get	cold	enough	to	use	your	heating	
system, have the resistance coils or furnace burners 
cleaned.	Debris	can	accumulate	while	the	system	is	off	for	
the	summer,	which	can	be	flammable.	

•	Listen	to	your	system	when	it’s	running.	Squealing,	
banging, rumbling, or tapping sounds are not good. They 
may indicate loose parts rolling around, which may get 
stuck	and	cause	a	fire.	

•	Check	your	meter	for	your	heating	coil	reading.	Is	the	
number is high, it may indicate resistance, which causes 
heat—and	ultimately	fires—in	the	electrical	circuit.

In	many	parts	of	the	country,	wildfires	are	practically	
a yearly occurrence. In California alone, damage from 
wildfires	costs	residents	billions	of	dollars	a	year,	and	
that number is only expected to rise according to experts. 
Thousands	of	house	fires	are	reported	to	fire	departments	
all	over	the	United	States,	but	even	with	the	high	numbers	
of	fires	reported,	many	people	still	believe	that	it	could	
never	happen	to	them.	Despite	fires	being	a	reoccurring	
problem for some people, residents return and rebuild, and 
over time, they’ve learned how to better burn proof their 
homes. 

Steps to Protect Your House

The Golden Years… 
Or So They Thought

From the Ground Up

Paula and Gary’s Story 
After	working	as	professors	for	over	40	years,	Paula	and 
Gary	were	ecstatic	to	retire.	They	had	paid	off	their	home	
and bought a modest RV so they could travel around the 
country. With their kids all grown up and starting families 
of	their	own,	Paula	and	Gary	loved	taking	trips	to	visit	their	
grandkids. 

Their oldest son, Mark, lived in northern California, and Paula	
and	Gary	were	on	their	way	to	see	him.	But	with	a	couple	
of days left before their arrival date, Mark called them with 
terrible news. 

“I don’t think it’s safe for you two to come. We’ve had a 
breakout	of	wildfires	in	the	area,	and	they’re	recommending	
we evacuate.” 

“Well we’ve already come so far, so how about you meet us 
somewhere	where	it’s	safe?		You	all	can	stay	in	the	RV	with	
us.	We	have	plenty	of	room,”	Paula	responded.	

“Ok, it shouldn’t be a long evacuation time. That sounds fine.”	

It	wasn’t	fine,	and	it	wasn’t	a	short	evacuation	period.	The	
fire	damaged	thousands	of	homes	before	firefighters	could	
contain it, and Mark’s home had some major problems. He 
hadn’t taken any steps to burn proof his home, so he and his 
family	had	to	live	in	the	RV	while	his	home	was	being	fixed.	

“Don’t worry, Mom and Dad. I’m having the contractors put 
in	the	extra	options	to	make	the	house	more	fire	resistant	
and	burn	proof	this	time.”	Even	though	Paula	and	Gary	were	
happy to let them live in the RV, they were disappointed 
they weren’t getting to enjoy their retirement like they had 
planned.

If	building	in	a	fire-prone	area,	there	are	many	options	you	
can incorporate into the structure to help protect it from 
fire:	

•	 Instead	of	a	wood	frame,	you	can	use	a	fire	resistant	
system	called	SCIP,	which	consists	of	concrete	panels	
around a foam core. 

•	 Use	steel	windows	with	double-pane,	tempered	glass.
•	 Use	fire	resistant	exterior	materials	like	Oklahoma	
flagstone	or	stucco.	Avoid	wood	or	polyvinyl	siding.	

•	 Use	slate	for	the	roof	instead	of	flammable	shingles,	and	
install	vents	in	the	roof	that	keep	embers	and	flames	out.	

If you’re already in an older or more susceptible home, 
there are still some steps you can take to minimize risk and 
burn proof your home.

•	 Put	in	fire	resistant	carpeting.	Traditional	carpets	burn	
easily	and	quickly,	but	fire-resistant	carpets	have	a	
special chemical added and are available in an array of 
colors and patterns. 

•	 You	can	also	get	your	rugs	treated	with	a	fireproof	
chemical that will make them resistant to burning. 

•	 Furniture	can	also	be	coated	with	fireproof	chemicals,	
and	there	may	even	be	the	added	benefit	of	them	
becoming stain resistant.


