
More than 43,000 fires each year are caused by combustible liquids, 
gases or greases. An average of 200 deaths and 2,500 injuries take place, 
resulting in approximately $469 million in property damage.

Technically, it’s not the liquid 
that burns but the vapors that 
have evaporated around it. Both 
flammable and combustible 
liquids are liquids that emit 
enough vapors to be ignited, 
but they are classified by their 
flashpoints. A flashpoint is the 
lowest temperature at which a 
liquid gives off enough vapor 
to ignite. Generally, flammable 
liquids have a flashpoint below 
100 degrees Fahrenheit, and 
combustible liquids have a 
flashpoint over 100 degrees. 

Everyday products like nail polish remover, rubbing alcohol, paint 
thinner, lighter fluid, cooking oil, and automobile lubricant can all be 
flammable, and are required by law to have warning labels on them. 
To keep your home or workplace safe, here are some easy 
steps in dealing with these substances: 
• Read the instructions for how to properly store 

cans or bottles. Do not store in places that are 
too hot and make sure the caps are on tight. 

• If you spill a flammable liquid, open windows 
first. Never try to use fans or other electrical 
devices to dry up the liquid because these can 
be sources of ignition. 

• Dispose of any rags that were used to clean up 
the spilled substance. 

• Never wipe flammable liquids on your clothing. This could cause 
your pants or shirt to become flammable. If your clothing does 
become tainted, wash it by hand and dry it on a line. Don’t use 
a washer or dryer because the heat from the machine could 
potentially ignite your clothing!
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How to Put Out the Fire Safely
If ignited, flammable liquids burn very fast, give off a lot of heat 
and cause thick, black smoke that can be very toxic. You have to 
be careful when putting out a flammable liquid or gas fire. You 
shouldn’t use water because it will just cause the fuel to spread, 
which spreads the flames. The most efficient way to put out this 
type of fire is by using CO2 foam fire extinguishers at the base of 
the flame.

 

 

Gas can be classified in one of the 
following three groups: oxidizers, inert 
gases, and flammable gases. Oxidizers 
are not flammable on their own but can 
aid in ignition, while inert gases are not 
combustible at all. Flammable gases can 
be explosive when there’s enough heat 
and oxygen. Some examples of flammable 
gases are hydrogen, butane, methane, and 
ethylene. Butane and methane are often 
used for camping, cooking, or even heating 
up homes and businesses. Methane is often 
called natural gas, which is explosive when 
mixed with oxygen.  Leaks of natural gas 
are very hazardous.

Grease is an oily or fatty substance and is responsible for most 
kitchen fires. When you fry food in oil, the substance left behind 
is called grease. At room temperature, grease is usually a solid, 
but will become liquefied when heated up. Many appliances 
have grease traps to make cleanup easier and safer. Grease can 
also be found in many lubricants that are used on cars, bikes, 
and other types of equipment. 
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